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Senator the Hon Bill Heffernan

Chair, Northern Australia Land and Water Taskforce
Department of the Environment and Water Resources
GPO Box 787

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Senator Heffernan,

The Ricegrowers’ Association of Australian Inc. (RGA) welcomes the opportunity to provide a
submission to the Northern Australia Land and Water Taskforce.

The Australian Rice Industry

The rice industry encompasses the Murray Valley of NSW and Victoria and the Murrumbidgee Valley
of NSW. Typically, around 100,000 — 120,000 hectares are sown to rice in October of each year
producing an average of around 1.2 million tonnes of rice annually. The industry has a farm gate
value of around $350 million and total value (export earnings, value-added) of over $800 million.
Including flow-on effects, it is estimated that the industry generates over $4 billion annually to regional
communities and the Australian economy.

Rice growers have individually invested over $2.5 billion in land, water, plant and equipment and
collectively invested around $400 million in mill storage and infrastructure through Ricegrowers
Limited (SunRice). The industry is the backbone for our regional communities generating around 21%
of total regional income and 18% of total regional employment'.

The rice industry has also invested significantly in environmental improvement and impact reduction
as part of its efforts towards better natural resource management and environmental stewardship. The
Rice Environmental Program’s flagship is the Environmental Champions Program (ECP) which has
received over $1.8 M in funding from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry to implement
a pilot program and roll out of the ECP.

RGA

The RGA is the collective voice of rice growers in Australia. RGA represents over 1600 voluntary
members in NSW and Victoria on a wide range of policy issues. As much of the Riverina region has
been built upon rice, and rice is still the mainstay of many towns today, it is important that RGA
members have strong and effective representation. RGA fulfils this role by representing and leading
growers on issues affecting the viability of their businesses and communities. Importantly, the RGA
also looks to lead its members through a process of improved environmental management.

Rice in the Murray Darling Basin

Rice is thought to have been first introduced to Australia by Chinese prospectors as they worked on
the goldfields of NSW and Victoria in the 1850s. The first successful record of rice cultivation in
Australia occurred during the 1850s in Queensland. The Queensland industry developed slowly over
the years peaking at 30,000 tonnes of rice per annum but collapsed in 1993 with farmers choosing to
grow sugar cane.

In the early 1900s in south—eastern Australia successful trials for commercial rice production began
and the first commercial crops of japonica rice were grown in the Leeton and Yenda districts in 1924.

1 Leslie, D.G., Keyworth, S.W., Lynn, F.L., Magill, A.F. 1992, Rice 2000 Project.









