
 

  Daly River Crossing, man-made structure alters river flow!   Photo 28-08-09 
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The Daly River is already degraded, is further degrading visibly each year and 

therefore desperately requires help! 

Reinstating any water course or catchment to a degree that will  sustain both land based 

and aquatic wildlife is hugely expensive, requiring labour intensive work. 

When the degrading develops beyond a certain level NO Government could afford the 

funds necessary to carry out the work required! 

Significant degradation occurs each day, by on the river use, and by contaminants 

entering the water. 

Damage to the structure of the water course, occurs daily, by erosion exacerbated by 

seepage through the river banks, by boat wave erosion, and by various other actions 

carried out by humans. 

If all the profits  from any future development were committed to reinstate the Daly 

River from its present condition, there would not be enough money. 

 

  

 

 



Accumulative damage; 

This occurs in one respect as a result of white settlement, and has progressively taken 

place since that time, and in some instances damage as a result of human actions so 

many years ago is now beginning to emerge. e.g., discarded rubbish used in attempts to 

stabilise river banks, by dumping on eroded sections then covering with earth.  

Much of this rubbish now reappears as the erosion continues and the old motor vehicle 

engines, car bodies, refrigerators, cultivating equipment, etc, ultimately collapse into the 

river itself, and can due to the chemicals that type of rubbish contains, add further to 

the pollution in the river. 

Weeds; 

Two of the most degrading of the weeds in the water resource and catchment area, 

Mimosa and Ngurr Burr, have continued to spread at an accelerated rate during 

consecutive years of the Daly River flooding, regardless of the best efforts of Aboriginal 

people in Land Care and Ranger programs. 

The flooding is quite likely increased in severity due to growing sandbanks that are 

correspondingly becoming more extensive as the river bank erosion continues each year 

this includes land slips complete with stands of trees or bamboo into the river. 

When very large Melaleuca trees collapse into the river they extend far out into the area 

of normal stream flow, and must contribute to impeding the stream flow, particularly 

during the Wet Season heavy flows. 

These are compounding causes of river degradation and cannot be tackled singly.   

Of the three main uses, the river is subjected to, ie, recreational, tourism income, 

agricultural, spiritual, only spiritual leaves the river relatively unaffected. 

Recreation is primarily fishing for barramundi , which is a major income earner for the 

Northern Territory  and therefore supported by consecutive Territory Governments. 

There are several aspects of degradation caused by recreational fishing on the Daly. 

Fishing guides utilise large boats with large motors, so that they can speed their clients 

to fishing spots, and the wave wash from the amount of water displaced can affect the 

river bank over a meter in height as the boat passes, and although there are some 

private owners that also use large boats on the river, they donôt do so consistently day 

after day over several months each year! But they do also contribute to the problem. 

The number of these fishing guides increases all the time and the numbers are further 

swelled by Darwin based guides bringing their clients to the Daly River. 

The preferred area to get barramundi with the least effort is approximately 65km from 

the river mouth, so some boats are travelling 24km there and 24km return each day, 

and whatever the horsepower, they travel ñflat out!ò 

Live bait is another issue, as the Daly River now has the unfortunate reputation for 

ñrequiringò live Cherabin as bait. Over the last several years the demand for these 

Cherabin, leads to almost the total denuding not only of the river, but also of every 

billabong and water hole even if requiring illegal trespassing to put Cherabin pots in. 

The legal limit of five pots per fisher person is constantly circumvented by various 

means, ie. Five for every member of the family including absent relatives is a common 

ruse. 



In recent years scenic photos taken on the river invariable include the float markers of 

cherabin pots, as the fishing fraternity saturate every metre of water with Cherabin 

pots. 

Although Aboriginal people historically would occasionally catch a few Cherabin to eat, 

not often now.   

Because the Daly River, its tributaries , vast catchments, floodplains, and billabongs 

encompass land of many traditional owners, not only the Daly River, but these other 

areas associated with the river have highly spiritual meaning for Aboriginal people. 

It is therefore logical that Aboriginal people have the greatest interest in saving the 

river!  

The work that must be done is very labour intensive, machinery simply cannot do the 

job!  

The cost effective answer for ALL Australians is for Federal funding to provide the 

resources, both in scientific expertise and in necessary infrastructure  and minor 

equipment, ie. Boats, motor vehicles, office equipment, administration staff etc. to allow 

the COMBINED Aboriginal groups to reinstate and maintain THEIR river . 

The understaffed, but established and successful Ranger program could provide an 

instant start, but requiring a many fold expansion of numbers, (a thousand would not 

be too many overall) and improved organisational management, including an essential 

liaison network with all stakeholders. BUT must not become hamstrung with 

bureaucracy or tied down in politics from local government, Territory Government, 

Federal Government, or even sometimes very complex Aboriginal politics.   

There are enough diversified skills required to enable training and employment of all 

the Aboriginal people that wish to be involved, plus the dignity of ñCaring for countryò 

 

 

Discarded Cherabin pots I collected from a small section of river after all fishing people 

had left before the Wet,  Photo 13-11-2008.   

The adjoining photo is a Freshwater Crocodile, drowned with its head caught in a 

discarded and illegally located Cherabin pot.   Photo 15-09-07 



 

 Feral cotton, (escape from CSIRO Test planting?) on unused private land downstream 

from Daly River Crossing. Continues to self seed. Photo 29-08-09  

   

Typical land slip, bamboo clump from the top of the river bank. Photo 19-08-09 

 


